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London 
SW1U 0EU 
 
13th February 2023 
 
 
Dear Secretary of State, 
 
I have been contacted by a constituent on the issue of maternity exemption 
certificates which enable women to receive free prescriptions whilst they are 
pregnant and for 12 months after giving birth.  
 
My constituent tells me that she was required to pay prescription charges after 
having claimed free prescriptions, despite the fact that she had a newborn 
baby, because she did not have a maternity exemption certificate. 
 
My constituent says that she was not aware that she needed a certificate as 
she had not been told of the need for one at any of the maternity 
appointments that she had attended, even though in order to apply for a 
certificate a midwife, GP or health visitor has to complete the form on behalf 
of the person.  
 
My constituent highlights that certificates can only be back dated for four 
weeks even though somebody will be eligible for a certificate throughout their 
pregnancy and for 12 months after giving birth. 
 



 
This means that many new mothers may miss out on free prescriptions during 
a substantial period when they will not have their usual level of income. 
 
I would be grateful if you would set out what steps the government is taking to 
publicise effectively that women who are pregnant or who have given birth 
within the last 12 months need a maternity exemption certificate in order to 
be exempt from prescription charges.  
 
I would also urge the government to take steps to address the anomaly that a 
maternity exemption certificate can only be backdated four weeks, even 
though a woman will fulfil the eligibility criteria for a certificate throughout her 
pregnancy and for 12 months after giving birth. 
 
I look forward to your response. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Margaret Greenwood 
MP for Wirral West 

 


