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Secretary of State for Defence,  

Main Building, Whitehall,  

London, SW1A 2HB,  

London  

SW1A 2HB  

United Kingdom 

08 November 2022 

 

Dear Secretary of State,  

 

Re: Competition for the construction of the Fleet Solid Support Ships 

(FSS).  

In March of this year, you visited the Cammell Laird shipyards in Merseyside for 

the launch of the National Shipbuilding Strategy refresh. That strategy promised 

to “bring shipbuilding home” and to recognise the invaluable role that defence 

procurement has to play in driving innovation and investment across British 

industry and in ‘levelling up’ communities like Birkenhead.  

But we are seriously concerned by credible reports this week that the Ministry of 

Defence is set to award the £1.6 billion contract for the Royal Fleet Auxiliary’s 

new Fleet Solid Support Ships (FSS) to Team Resolute, a consortium led by the 

Spanish state-owned Navantia. We believe that this could lead to a significant 

proportion of the work on the FSS, including high-value design work, being sent 

abroad – with perhaps only the integration of the vessels taking placing in the 

UK. This would be a disastrous result for the entire UK shipbuilding industry. 

We note that Members of Parliament, trade unions, and industry leaders have 

consistently urged you to ensure that these vessels are constructed in their 

entirety in Britain. As the General Secretary of the Confederation of Shipbuilding 

and Engineering Unions (CSEU) has said, this contract has the potential to fulfil 

the “National Shipbuilding Strategy’s objective to ‘recapitalise UK industry’, grow 

capacity and capability” and provide a major boost for UK shipbuilding at a 

critical juncture for the sector. We also want to remind you of Sir John Parker’s 

recommendation in his independent review of the National Shipbuilding Strategy 

that defence vessels should be open to UK-only competition. 

It is our view that the only way that the government can honour its commitments 

to the British shipbuilding industry is by awarding the contract for the FSS to 
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Team UK. This consortium, which includes Cammell Laird alongside Babcock and 

BAE systems, have advanced the only bid proposing to construct the FSS in its 

entirety in Britain – from its design to integration. 

The economic benefits of awarding this contract to Team UK are obvious: 

approximately 6000 UK jobs will be directly or indirectly sustained by the 

programme, with eighty percent of the funds being spent in Britain. In addition 

to this, it is estimated that around £650 million will be returned to the Treasury 

through direct and indirect taxation. Team UK have also pledged to invest £90 

million in British shipyards and a further £54 million in apprenticeships, training 

opportunities, and improving the skills base. 

The consequences of Team UK winning this contract for the Liverpool City Region 

are also profound. The historic Cammell Laird shipyards in Birkenhead is an 

essential part of our region’s industrial heritage as well as an important local 

employer, directly supporting 650 well-paid and unionised jobs across Merseyside 

as well as a further 1500 subcontractors who are active on-site. In the last five 

years alone, the yard also spent £400 million in the wider supply chain, including 

£130 million in the immediate vicinity – supporting over 300 local businesses.  

Cammell Laird is poised to play a central role in the building of the new FSS 

should Team UK’s bid prove successful, including constructing the entire stern 

section of the vessels. Its involvement in this project has the potential to support 

hundreds of jobs on-site as well as to turbocharge the yard’s plans to more than 

double the number of apprenticeships offered at its Marine Engineering College. 

In a time of economic crisis, this would be a major boon for the local economy 

and the life outcomes of people living across Merseyside. 

We also believe that at a time of growing global instability awarding Team UK 

this contract would significantly help to shore-up and enhance our domestic 

defence capabilities. 

We urge you to ensure that Team UK is successful in its bid. 

Yours Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Mick Whitley,  
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Member of Parliament for Birkenhead 

 

Steve Rotheram 

Metro Mayor of the Liverpool City Region 

 

Cllr Janette Williamson 

Leader, Wirral Council  

 

Dame Angle Eagle DBE MP 

Member of Parliament for Wallasey 

 

Kim Johnson MP 

Member of Parliament for Liverpool Riverside 

 

Sir George Howarth MP  

Member of Parliament for Knowsley  

 

Peter Dowd MP 

Member of Parliament for Bootle 

 

Ian Byrne  

Member of Parliament for Liverpool West Derby  
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